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modern electioneering. Gladstone succeeded in
uniting the country around a moral issue -
the hatred of imperialism. You may well disagree
with frto on the points at issue. You may say that
he was aided, beyond his own imagining, by the
unprecedented trade depression. But the Mid-
lothian campaign must be about the only success-
ful example of leading a party to victory by an
appeal to nothing but moral standards.
Mr. Buckle, with great skill, chooses for quota-
tion the most violent passages in the Midlothian
campaign :
" At home the Ministers have neglected legislation:
aggravated the public distress by continual shocks to con-
fidence, which is the life of enterprise : augmented the
public expenditure and taxation for purposes not merely
unnecessary but mischievous; and plunged the finances
which were handed over to them in a state of singular
prosperity, into a series of deficits unexampled in modern
times. . « . Abroad they have strained, if they have not
endangered, the prerogative by gross misuse : have weak-
ened the Empire by needless wars and unprofitable exten-
sions : and have dishonoured it in the eyes of Europe by
filching the Island of Cyprus from the Porte, under a treaty
clandestinely concluded in violation of the Treaty of Paris,
They have aggrandised Russia : lured Turkey on to dis-
memberment if not her ruin; replaced the Christian
population of Macedonia under a degrading yoke and
loaded India with the costs and dangers of an unjustifiable
war. From day to day, under a Ministry called, as if in
mockery, Conservative, the nation is perplexed with fear
of change.**
Gladstone's style disgusts Mr. Buckle so much,
that he does not stop to consider one thing. We
are asked to " rub our eyes and marvel how even

